
Scenic Byways 
Interpretive and Cultural Resources Planning

With experience working on scenic byways from 
Minnesota to Arkansas, the 106 Group has developed 
a methodology for strategic planning that ensures 
a meaningful visitor experience.  Careful strategic 
planning for an interpretive visitor experience 
ensures connections of the mission, vision, people, 
and places along a scenic byway.  Cultural, historic, 
natural, and archaeological resources do not 
exist in isolation.  Place-based interpretation and 
a meaningful public outreach program lead to 
connections among places and sites, connections 
between past and present, and connections among 
today’s stakeholders.  Meaningful collaboration with 
the users of a place or their descendants can greatly 
enhance the planning process and inform design of 
exhibits and interpretive programs.  Examples of our 
byway work include Great River Road, Lake Country 
Scenic Byways, and the Rohwer Japanese-American 
Relocation Camp along Arkansas Delta Byways.

Throughout the Upper Midwest  and South

106 Group  www.106group.com 

Section IV:  Recommendations

 Interpretive Master Plan 
Lake Country Scenic Byway 
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Kiosk Locations

Recommended locations for orienta-tion and interpretive kiosks are depicted in the map to the right.  Within most of  the communities along the byway there are locations that fit the criteria listed on the previous page; those locations are de-picted in the accompanying photographs.  
In Snellman and Osage, there is ample room near the welcome sign where a ki-osk could be installed.  In Nevis, the ki-osk could be installed directly off  the byway where travelers turn off  for the Heartland Trail trailhead, or in the trail-head parking area.  In Akeley, the statue of  Paul Bunyan is a city focal point and the kiosk should be located in this plaza.  

Walker is slightly more difficult to iden-tify a kiosk location as the byway be-gins outside of  the city.  The image to the right is less than one mile outside of  Walker and is located on the north side of  the road.  Negotiations may be nec-essary if  this parcel is privately owned.
Detroit Lakes and Park Rapids were more challenging to find available loca-tions that met the criteria.  The portion of  the byway in Detroit Lakes skirts the outer edge of  the city and there are few available areas where one could pull off.  In Park Rapids the area along the byway within the city is primarily developed.  Sit-ing a kiosk in both cities will likely require partnerships with the city or landowners.
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Section III:  Existing Conditions

 Interpretive Master Plan 

Lake Country Scenic Byway 

100-mile Radius
Total Population: 867,237 (1990); 946,518 (2000)

Diversity Index:*  9.9 (1990); 13.2 (2000)

Average Household Income:  $45,172 (2000)

Per Capita Income:  $18,031 (2000)

Median Age:  33.2 (1990); 36.7 (2000)

Age 0-17: 12% (1990); 10% (2000) 

Age 65+:  15.3% (1990); 15.1% (2000)

75-mile Radius
Total Population:  563,907 (1990); 630,285 (2000)

Diversity Index:*  10.7 (1990); 14.2 (2000)

Average Household Income:  $44,710 (2000)

Per Capita Income:  $18,017 (2000)

Median Age:  33.7 (1990); 37.3 (2000)

Age 0-17: 11.4% (1990); 9.5% (2000) 

Age 65+:  15.7% (1990); 15.5% (2000) 

50-mile Radius
Total Population:  355,211 (1990); 404,158 (2000)

Diversity Index:*  11.9 (1990); 15.5 (2000)

Average Household Income:  $45,391 (2000)

Per Capita Income:  $18,369 (2000)

Median Age:  33 (1990); 36.5 (2000)

Age 0-17: 11.8 % (1990); 10% (2000) 

Age 65+:  14.7% (1990); 14.6% (2000) 

25-mile Radius
Total Population:  97,225 (1990); 110,970 (2000)

Diversity Index:*  16.1 (1990); 21 (2000)

Average Household Income:  $42,627 (2000)

Per Capita Income:  $16,901 (2000)

Median Age:  34.8 (1990); 39 (2000)

Age 0-17: 10.8% (1990); 9% (2000) 

Age 65+:  17% (1990); 16.7% (2000) 

200-mile Radius
Total Population:  4,700,285 (1990); 5,260,884 (2000)

Diversity Index:*  15 (1990); 23.1 (2000)

Average Household Income:  $57,856 (2000)

Per Capita Income:  $22,701 (2000)

Median Age:  32.4 (1990); 35.3 (2000)

Age 0-17: 14% (1990); 13.7% (2000) 

Age 65+:  12.6% (1990); 12.2% (2000)

175-mile Radius
Total Population:  4,223,485 (1990); 4,745,337 (2000)

Diversity Index:*  15.8 (1990); 24.3 (2000)

Average Household Income:  $58,700 (2000)

Per Capita Income:  $23,108 (2000)

Median Age:  32.4 (1990); 35.3 (2000)

Age 0-17: 14.2% (1990); 13.7% (2000) 

Age 65+:  12.4% (1990); 12% (2000) 

150-mile Radius
Total Population:  2,198,163 (1990); 2,463,355 (2000)

Diversity Index:*  9.7 (1990); 14.5 (2000)

Average Household Income:  $52,394 (2000)

Per Capita Income:  $20,271 (2000)

Median Age:  32.4 (1990); 35.9 (2000)

Age 0-17: 15% (1990); 13.5% (2000) 

Age 65+:  13.1% (1990); 12.9% (2000) 

125-mile Radius
Total Population:  1,392,527 (1990); 1,513,397 (2000)

Diversity Index:*  9.8 (1990); 13.1 (2000)

Average Household Income:  $46,139 (2000)

Per Capita Income:  $18,324 (2000)

Median Age:  33 (1990); 36.5 (2000)

Age 0-17: 12.2% (1990); 10.5% (2000) 

Age 65+:  15% (1990); 14.7% (2000) *Diversity Index summarizes racial and ethnic diversity.  The index shows the likelihood that 

two persons, chosen at random from the same area, belong to different race or ethnic groups.  

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Redistricting Data
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