
Cedar Rapids  
Architectural History Survey 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa

The 106 Group conducted an architectural history 
survey for the Department of Community Development 
—Housing Services in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

This survey was undertaken so that the city, which 
regularly receives grants from the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), would be in 
compliance with federal regulations concerning historic 
properties. 

The final results were presented in a very user-friendly 
format acceptable to the Iowa State Historic Preservation 
Office. The 106 Group developed a database that would 
allow the city to produce individual forms and add or 
update properties as needed.
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237  10th St NW, Cedar Rapids,  Facing SE, 2/15/2006
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Name of Property

Address

237  10th St NW            

Related District No:

Cedar Rapids

Linn

Olivet Presbyterian Church Linn

Narrative Description
Form - 2.5-Story Steepled Ell Church
Defining Features -  gabled-ell plan with steeple filling ell; gabled ends have parapets along edges capped with stone; brick 
with stone trim; steeple tower rises 3 stories with 3 narrow vertical windows in the second level and a pair of louvered lanterns
in the third floor; stone belt courses separate the levels and create a band above the lanterns which serves as flat arches; the
steeple has a castellated parapet along the upper edge and no spire; temple-front with flat roof  behind straight edged parapet;
entrance is through double doors beneath a low pointed arch in the tower facing south; large stained glass windows spanning 
two floors have a pointed arch and are centered on each of the gables; a raised basement level extends along the main 
building;
Alterations -  addition of a educational wing at the rear with entrance onto B Ave, NW
Significance/Overall Condition -  well-preserved example of the Steepled Ell  church form

Source: Svendsen Tyler, Inc.

Statement of Integrity
Excellent: NoGood YesFair NoPoor No

No notable changes made since previous survey.

Narrative Statement of Significance
City Directories:
1900: Not listed
1907-08: Olivet Presbyterian Church
1914-15: Same as 1908
1926: Same as  1908

This church was organized in 1904 to serve Presbyterians in the residential section on the west 
side.                                                                                                                                                                                                    
                This property was previously surveyed and is identified in the Architectural and Historical Resources of Cedar 
Rapids Residential Neighborhoods, 1870-1940 Multiple Property Documentation Form (MPDF) for the National Register of 
Historic Places.  This property represents a good example of a Cedar Rapids neighborhood church.  This type of public facility 
was regularly scattered throughout the residential areas, and generally reflected the common forms of churches employed 
during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  Their designs frequently reflect the attempts made by the designer to 
incorporate mainstream architectural styles, such as this example with Gothic Revival influences.  Having not been significantly
altered since the previous survey and maintaining good integrity, this property meets the integrity considerations of the MPDF.
Significant on a local level based on its association with residential neighborhood development in Cedar Rapids, this house 
reflects the trends and patterns that typified such development in Cedar Rapids beginning in 1870 and continuing through 
1940.  This property meets the registration requirements for Criterion A and is therefore recommended as eligible for listing on
the National Register of Historic Places.

Source: Svendsen Tyler, Inc. & The 106 Group Ltd.
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Name of Property

Bibliography

Address

237  10th St NW            
Cedar Rapids

Related District No:

Linn

Olivet Presbyterian Church Linn

City of Cedar Rapids Assessor's Records; City Directories (1900, 1907-8, 1914-1915, 1920, 1926); Sanborn Maps (1898, 1900, 1905, 1910, 
1915).   Marlys Svendsen, Historical and Architectural Survey Report for Community Development Block Grant Neighborhoods, Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa; 1995.
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Other Dates:

Significant Person:

Area of Significance

Criteria Considerations
A: Owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes
B: Removed from the original site
C: A birthplace or grave
D: Cemetery

E: A reconstructed building, object, or structure
F: A commemorative property
G: Less than 50 Years of age or recieved 
significance in the past 50 years.

Significant Dates

10. Geographic Data

Circa

Architect: Builder:

9. Major Bibliographical References

City Cedar Rapids
Site Number: 57-02214

District Number:

Address 237  10th St NW            

11. Form Prepared By

name/title

organization

street & number

city or town

date

telephone

state zip code

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION (Submit the following items with the completed form)

FOR ALL PROPERTIES

1. Map showing the property's location in a town/city or township
2. Site Plan: showing position of buildings and structures on the site in relation to adjacent public road(s).
3. Photographs: representative black and white photos.  If the photos are taken as part of a survey for which the Society

be curator of the negatives or color slides, a photo/catalog sheet needs to be included with the negatives/slides and th
following needs to be provided below on this particular inventory site:

See continuation sheet or attached photo and slide catalog sheet for list of photo roll or slide entries

Photos/illustrations without negatives are also in this site inventory file

FOR CERTAIN KINDS OF PROPERTIES, INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING AS WELL

1. Farmstead & District: (List of structures and buildings, known or estimated year built and contributing status)
2. Barn:

a. A sketch of the frame/truss configuration in the form of drawing a typical middle bent of the barn.
b. A photograph of the loft showing the frame configuration along one side.
c. A sketch floor plan of the interior space arrangements along with the barn's exterior dimensions in feet.

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Use Only Below This Line

                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                          

Bibliography See continuation sheet for citations of the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form

Will Stark, Sr. Architectural Historian

The 106 Group Ltd.

370 Selby Ave., Suite 206

St. Paul

651-290-0977

55102MN

County: Linn
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State Inventory No. 57-02214
Part of a district with known boundaries (enter inventory no.)

Contributing NoncontributingRelationship:
Contributing to a potential district with yet unknown boundaries

Listed De-listedNational Register Status: (any that apply): NHL DOE
9-Digit SHPO Review and Compliance Number:

Non-Extant (enter year)

Current Function

City or Town: Cedar Rapids

Subdivision:  Dean's 1st  Out Lot B Block: Lot: 1, 2, & 3

Vicinity: No

Y
N
N
N

Category of Property

Bui

Buildings1
Sites0
Structures0
Objects0

0
0
0
0

Street & number: 237 10th St NW

Contributing: Non-Contributing:

Materials

Historic Function

Architectural Classification

Name of related project report or multiple property study

Historic name:

Other names/site numbers:

1. Name of Property

2. Location

Legal Description: (If Rural)
(If Urban)

Number of Resources within Property

1 0 Total

6. Function or Use

5. Classification

7. Description

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

A      Property is associated with significant events
B      Property is associated with the lives of significant persons
C      Property has distinctive architectural characteristics
D      Property yields significant information in archaeology or history

3. State/Federal Agency Certification (Skip this Section)
4. National Park Service Certification (Skip this Section)

(check any one box)
If Eligible Property, enter number of:

Buildings
Sites
Structures
Objects

0
0
0
0

Enter number of:

0 Total

If Non-Eligible Property

(Enter “N/A” if the property is part of a multiple property examination)
Historical Architectural Date Base Number

(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)

(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)

(Y=Yes; N=No; M=More Research Required)

SurveyType: Update

Foundation: 03
Walls: 03
Roof: 08

Other:

X Building(s)
District
Site
Structure
Object

101

Title:
Architectural History Survey and Update for the City of Cedar Rapids, Linn County, Iowa (The 106 Group, 2006) 57-048

County: Linn

06A01 RELIGION/religious facility/church06A01 RELIGION/religious facility/church

09G03 Church: Steepled Ell

Olivet Presbyterian Church

106 Group  www.106group.com 


